
Neighborhood  
   News  

Who We Are  

A  n o n - p r o f i t ,  c h a r i t a b l e 

organization of residents, property 

owners, churches, schools and 

businesses in northwest Des 

M oineséWE ARE YOUR 

NEIGHBORS!  
 

Our Mission    

Enhance the quality of life in our 

neighborhood. Provide direction 

on  i ssues concerning our 

neighborhood to the City Council 

and other city boards, and build 

better community relationships . 
 

Year 2010 Goals  

Westchester Park Improvements  

Support Neighborhood Safety  

Organize Neighborhood Activities  

Support Traffic Improvements & Safety  
 

Officers  
Dan Ramsey , Interim President 2009-2010       

Dan Ramsey, Vice President 2009-201  319-936-4359 

Peggy Grim , Secretary  2008-2010                    334-7473  

Som Rasavanh, Treasurer 2009-2011             270-6480 
 

Reasons To Join  

Get to know your neighbors! Take 

part in meetings, social and family 

events, or simply keep current on 

issues in our community such as 

parks, schools, streets, traffic or 

crime. Learn when a local law or 

improvement is being considered. 

Let your voice be heard and vote 

on important issues.  
 

How To Join  

Invest in your neighborhood! 

Complete the Membership 

Envelope included in thi s 

newsletter and continue to receive 

future issues with all the latest news.          
 

Boundaries  

Meredith Drive on the north, 

Beaver Avenue on the east, 

D o u g l a s 

A v e n u e 

from Beaver 

t o  5 1 s t 

Street, north 

on 51st to 

Aurora, west 

to Merle Hay 

Road and 

north to the 

city limits.  

 E N H A N C I N G  T H E  Q U A L IT Y  O F  L I F E  I N  O U R  N E I G H B O R H O O D 
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The Meredith Neighborhood Association 
has successfully completed another 
year of projects, activities and meetings 
vq œgpjcpeg vjg swcnkv{ qh nkhg kp qwt 
pgkijdqtjqqf0Ŕ Dqctf Ogodgtu. 
committee chairs, project coordinators 
and volunteers have enjoyed working 
with our city officials, neighbors, 
businesses and each other. New ideas 
and projects have been introduced to 
provide a variety of community 
activities for all our neighbors. We hope 
to continue seeing you at the MNA 
quarterly neighborhood meetings at 
Hoover High School and all the activities 
we plan for you and your families. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The MNA Nominating Committee will soon be looking for good people to fill the 2010-2012 
office of President and Secretary. MNA officers serve for a  two-year term, beginning in 
May, after the Annual Meeting. Officers are expected to 
attend monthly board meetings in addition to the quarterly 
neighborhood meetings. This can be a great opportunity to 
work with a wonderful group of energetic and dedicated 
people. Here are the basic duties of the officer positions to be 
elected in May 2010.  
 
The President presides at all meetings, serves as group 
spokesman, and is the liaison to the city personnel. The 
Secretary keeps the agenda and minutes of the meetings, 
provides copies, and is the custodian of those records. If you 
would like to nominate yourself or someone else for one of 
these offices, or learn more details about the positions, 
contact Nomination Committee Chair Don Shaw at 278-2150 
or bjndonshaw@mchsi.com.  

Inside this issue:  

Presidentõs Message 2 

New Police Contacts 3 

Polk County News 4 

New Snow Plow Program 4-5 

Hoover Fine Arts Gala 5 

Holiday Lights Winners 6-7 

Next Neighborhood Meeting 8 

Member Appreciation Night 8 

Clip & Use Coupons  9 

Advertiser Services 10-12 

On December 14 MNA board members, project coordinators 
and volunteers gathered at the Annual Volunteer Dinner in 
thanks for their personal time and support as the Social 
Committee served up delicious foods. The judging of the 
Holiday Lights Contest was also held this evening and to the 
delight of all the winners were announced to the group. 

MNA Board Marks Another Successful Year 
Upcoming May Election of New Officers for 2010-2012  

mailto:bjndonshaw@mchsi.com


 NEWSLETTER DEADLINES                                       
 Quarterly issues are published in the 

 Winter, Spring, Summer and Fall. 

 Deadline one week prior to the 
 1st of JAN, APR, JUL, OCT. 

 We welcome your suggestions and ideas. 

 Members may submit pictures & articles to: 

  

 Chris Craig, Design / Production 

 270-3878 or e-mail chriscraig@mchsi.com 
  

  Ken Craig, Editor / Writer / Advertising 

 270-3878 or e-mail kencraig@mchsi.com 

       Ad Rate Per Issue 
    Full Page     8 x 8     $400 
   1/2 page     4 x 8      $200 

   1/4 page     4 x 4      $100 
   1/8 page     3.5 x 2   $50 

Furnish your text, logo or 
business card or we can create 

an ad for you. Complete an 
Advertising Order Form  

and we will bill you. 
Advertise your services to over 

1,000 of your neighbors.  
Contact the Business Committee 
 Ken Craig at 707-3878 cell or 

270-3878 home for questions on 
available space or to make an 

appointment. 

Presidentôs Message                        2                               WINTER 2010 Neighborhood News 

My Journey With The MNA 
 
My name is Dan Ramsey and I am 
the interim President of the 
Meredith Neighborhood Association. 
I live at 4409 51st Street with my 
wife Beth, daughter Emily (age 16) 
and two dogs, Sparkles and Bear. 
We have lived here for two years 
and the Des Moines area for seven 
years. We really enjoy the Meredith 
Neighborhood area. We appreciate 
the friendly people, the close 

proximity to shopping and the feeling of belonging to a 
community. 
 
I attended my first MNA meeting at Hoover High School shortly 
after moving here for one of the quarterly meetings. They are 
open to anyone who lives in the area and I was wanting to 
meet some of the neighbors and see what a neighborhood 
association was all about. Everyone there was friendly and 
welcoming.  
 
At that meeting, I got a sense that everyone cared about the 
community. Being the new kid on the block, I had particular 
interest in neighborhood events, new businesses, city services 
and law enforcement. All of those issues were discussed and 
after I left, I felt much more informed and quite pleased that 
there were people actually taking the time to do what they 
could to monitor and serve the community. There was also a 
sign up sheet available to assist with local events and projects.  
Generally, I am hesitant to volunteer for anything. My schedule 
ycu cntgcf{ xgt{ hwnn cpf hgnv vjcv K jcf vqq nkvvng htgg œogŔ vkog 
anyway. However I did feel like I could possibly invest a few 
hours a month to gain a better understanding of the place we 
had chosen to live, serve those around me, and possible garner 
some new friendships. I put my information on the sheet and 
what I was interested in doing. 
 
A couple of weeks later, I received a call from one of my 
neighbors asking if I could assist with delivering the newsletters 

Meredith Neighborhood Association  

 Treasurerôs Report 

 Compiled January 11, 2010 
Beginning Balance                   $5,549.58 

Revenues 
Advertising , Memberships, Donation    $2,645.00   

Expenses     
Holiday Contest, Newsletter, Postage     $2,585.02     
        ________   
  

Ending Balance January 11, 2010     $5,609.56 

to area businesses. It fit right in my schedule, only took a 
eqwrng qh jqwtu cpf fkfpőv uggo vqq kpvgpug. uq K jgnrgf 
delivered newsletters. I got a chance to meet some of the 
local business owners, and everyone was happy to get their 
newsletters. Afterward, I felt a sense of satisfaction from the 
experience.  
 
About 6 months later, my current employer, hit by the 
economic downturn, eliminated my position and I found 
myself unemployed for the first time in my adult life. Having 
sold a few things on eBay, I decided to try this on a more full 
time basis to keep paying the bills until I found a new position.  
 
To build inventory, I naturally went to the Meredith 
Neighborhood Annual Garage sales and reconnected with one 
of the more active MNA members who invited me to attend 
another meeting. Having lots of time on my hands, and 
starving for the personal satisfaction one can only get from 
being of service, I was happy to go, besides, it would be a 
good way to network to maybe find a new job, get the word 
out about my new business and provide an opportunity to 
help others.  
 
During that meeting, I was asked and I accepted the vacated 
Vice President position. Three months after that, the 
President announced that he had accepted another position 
qwv qh uvcvgřcpf jgtg K co0 
 
I apologize for giving you all the details of my journey here, 
but I wanted to share some of my story with you to help 
show some of the benefits that MNA brings to our 
community, as well as to my life and the life of my family. I 
encourage you to check out the MNA. If you are like me in 
cumkpi. œYjcvőu kp kv hqt ogAŔ. eqog cpf hkpf qwv0 Kv ku rquukdng 
that it is more than you think. 
 
Our next neighborhood meeting is Tuesday, February 2 at 
6:30 pm at Hoover and I invite you to see what all goes on in 
your neighborhood. Meeting details are on Page 8. 
 
Feel free to contact me anytime at 319-936-4359 or by email 
at dan.ramsey@gmail.com.   

mailto:dan.ramsey@gmail.com.
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Do We Have Your Email Address? 
Fqpőv okuu qwv qp yjcvőu jcrrgpkpi kp vjg 

pgkijdqtjqqf0 Tgegkxg œdnkpf eqr{Ŕ gocknu htqo vjg 
Communications Committee. Sign up by emailing the 

Newsletter Staff at chriscraig@mchsi.com.  

Make Sure Your Membership Dues Are Current  

To keep membership dues low, yg fqpőt mail out yearly renewal notices. We rely on our members to 
renew their membership when it comes due. Check the expiration date located BY YOUR NAME on 
the mailing address on the back of this newsletter. ExampleŏEXPIRED March, 2010 means your dues 
would be paid through the month of March and are DUE again starting April 1, 2010.  If no date 
shows on your label, then you need to JOIN NOW!!  
 
The MNA is a non-profit 501(c)3 charitable association. Dues, donations and contributions are          
tax deductible. Annual membership dues of $20 support MNA expenses, annual projects, and family 
events.  Thank you to members who recently renewed their membership, or sent in an additional 
donation.   

Use the convenient Membership Mailer Envelope enclosed in this newsletter  
to mail in your check, volunteer for a committee, or send your comments.  

Our boundaries include approximately 1,000 households. We encourage you to join MNA. Talk to your 
neighbors and get them involved as well. We  look forward to seeing you soon at a meeting or one of 
our fun events supported by your membership dues! 

 

MNA   C O M M I T T E E S  
Beautification Committee  
Lori Thelen, Chair  276-0903 

Stephanie Young, Chuck Michelson  

Business  
Ken Craig, Chair 270-3878 
Don Shaw   Dan Ramsey 

Communications 
    Ken Craig, Editor 270-3878    
Chris Craig, Design & Production 

     Community Development 
Don Shaw, Chair 278-2150 

Wayne Thomas 276-6288 
Terry Golightly  276-2170 

Membership  
Bob Lutz, Chair  270-6507 

Social  
Cheryl Musser 251-4844 
Barb Lancaster   Delores Wells 

Bruce & Sherri Babcock    Lawrence & Cindy Cooper  
Doug & LuAnn Volkmer, Randy & Bridgett Brass 

Henry & Sandy Sinclair 

Westchester Park 
Bob Shaw, Chair  278-2524 

 
 

P R O J E C T   C O O R D I N A T O R S 

Beaverdale Parade 
Chris Craig 270-3878 

Earth DayñNeighborhood Cleanup  
Ken Craig 707-3878 

Free Flowers Program 
Lori Thelen  276-0903 

Garage Sale 
Chris Craig 270-3878 

Golf Outing 
Dan  McClannahan  242-7311 

Holiday Lights Contest 
Chris Craig  270-3878   

July 4th Parade 
Bruce Babcock  252-1974 

Member Appreciation Night 
Ken Craig 270-3878 

Newsletter Distribution 
Randy Taylor 278-1788 

 Dan Ramsey 

National Night Out Family Picnic 
Board, Sponsors and Volunteers 

Pancake Breakfast 
Doug Wheeler 242-7300 

Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
Don Shaw 278-2150 

Scrub Day 
 Wayne Thomas, Consultant 276-6288   

Street Signs  
Wayne Thomas 276-6288   

Website 
Chris Craig and Bob Lutz 

Welcome Neighbors Program 
Karen Taylor 278-1788 

 

Contact any of the above to volunteer to help 
with these annual projects and events.  

You will find it fun and fulfilling!  

MNA Crime Report  
 

The Des Moines Police Department 
provided contact numbers for 
neighbors to report any incidents 
within the MNA boundaries. To keep 
our neighborhood safe make sure to 
report what you see with details. 
 

    911  Emergencies  

    911  Crimes in progress 
    283-4811  Police non-emergency 
    283-4811  Illegal parking 
    271-4652  Speed enforcement 
    205-2252  Hoover police patrol 
    242-7300  Hoover Principal   
    237-1386  Park daytime 
    237-1429  Park after hours 
    248-6350  Park graffiti 
    237-1808  Graffitiŏdrug use 
 

Direct crime questions to our  
Neighborhood Area Resource  Office  

 at 515-237-1564 or email Larry 
Rogers at lkdrogers@dmgov.org or  
Kelly Fisher at klfisher@dmgov.org.  

 

Xkgy Ogvtqőu Oquv Ycpvgf 
http://mmw.dmgov.org/default.aspx 

 

View Neighborhood Crime Map 
http://mapping.dmgov.org/

crimeview/ 
Welcome Neighbors Program 

The MNA will welcome NEW neighbors and include the copy 
qh vjg œPgkijdqtjqqf PgyuŔ0  Kh {qw mpqy qh c hcokn{ qt 

neighbor for us to say hello, call   
Karen Taylor at 278-1788 or email her at 

ktgreta@intergate.com. 

 

ñNeighborhood 

Newsò 

Shortly after publication, you 
can  check out a color copy of 
the quarterly newsletter on 

our MNA website!  
www.meredithneighbors.org 

Click on the link  
of the Home page. 

Police Services for the 

Neighborhood  

The Des Moines Police Department has officers  
directly assigned to our neighborhood to serve 
residents needs. If you have problems or comments 

they ask that you contact them direct by phone or email. This great 
partnership gets results you need. 
 

Non Emergency  Reporting ï DMPD Dispatch 283 -4811 
 
Lt. Scott Rounds 205 -1406  strounds@dmgov.org 
Patrol services related issues, general police department 
contact. 
 
Officer Anthony Beminio 333 -7171  adbeminio@dmgov.org 
Traffic issues, speeding, parking. 
 
Sgt. Larry Davey   208-7790  lddavey@dmgov.org 
Narcotics activity, drug dealing. 
 
Officer Steve Anderson   249-2712  slanderson@dmgov.org 
Apartment complex issues. 
 
Neighborhood Inspector Richard Bright 283 -4245 
rlbright@dmgov.org 
Neighborhood housing inspection, zoning issues, junk and 
debris complaints, inoperable vehicles on private property. 
 
Officer Ned Chiodo  205 -3927 ntchiodo@dmgov.org 
Hoover Resource Officer. School or student issues 
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