MEREDITH

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

Who We Are

A non -profit, charitable
organization of residents, property

owners, churches, schools and

businesses in northwest Des
Moi nes é WE ARE
NEIGHBORS!

Our Mission

Enhance the quality of life in our
neighborhood. Provide direction
on issues concerning our
neighborhood to the City Council
and other city boards, and build
better community relationships

Year 2010 Goals

® \Westchester Park Improvements

® Support Neighborhood Safety

® Organize Neighborhood Activities

® Support Traffic Improvements & Safety

Officers

Dan Ramsey , Interim President 2009-2010

Dan Ramsey, Vice President 2009-201 319-936-4359
Peggy Grim , Secretary 2008-2010 334-7473
Som Rasavanh, Treasurer 2009-2011 270-6480

Reasons To Join

Get to know your neighbors! Take
part in meetings, social and family
events, or simply keep current on
issues in our community such as
parks, schools, streets, traffic or
crime. Learn when a local law or
improvement is being considered.
Let your voice be heard and vote
on important issues.

How To Join

Invest in your neighborhood!
Complete the Membership
Envelope included in this
newsletter and continue to receive
future issues with all the latest news.

Boundaries

Meredith Drive on the north,
Beaver Avenue on the east,
Douglas
North to City Limits A venue
from Beaver
to 51st
Street, north
on b51st to
Aurora, west
to Merle Hay
Road and
north to the

Douglas Ave. city limits.
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Neighborhood
N ews Issue 38 WINTER 2010

MNA Board Marks Another Successful Year
Upcoming May Election of New Officers for 2010-2012

BTRIOT NG I| The Meredith Neighborhood Association

has successfully completed another
year of projects, activities and meetings
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committee chairs, project coordinators

and volunteers have enjoyed working

with our city officials, neighbors,
businesses and each other. New ideas
and projects have been introduced to
provide a variety of community
activities for all our neighbors. We hope

to continue seeing you at the MNA
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On December 14 MNA board members, project coordinatoguarterly . neighborhood meetmgs. .Qt
and volunteers gathered at the Annual Volunteer Dinner oover High School and all the activities
thanks for their personal time and support as the Socige plan for vou and vour families.
Committee served up delicious foods. The judging of the P y y

Holiday Lights Contest was also held this evening and to the

delight of all the winners were announced to the group.

e

The MNA Nominating Committee will soon be looking for good people to file01-2012
office of Presidentand Secretary MNA officers serve for a twgear term, beginning in
May, after the Annual MeetingOfficers are expected ta
attend monthly board meetings in addition to the quarter| Inside this issue:
neighborhood meetings. This can be a great opportunity
work with a wonderful group of energetic and dedicat¢Pr esi dent 6s2 Ppssa
people.Here are the basic duties of the officer positions to I New Police Contacts 3
elected in May 2010.

Polk County News 4

. . . New S Plow P 45
The President presides at all meetings, serves as gr¢ ewW snow Flow Frogra

spokesman, and is the liaison to the city personnel. |Hoover Fine Arts Gala 5
Secretary keeps the agenda and minutes of the meeting Holiday Lights Winners 6-7
provides copies, and is the custodian of those records. If |
would like to nominate yourself or someone else for one
these offices, or learn more details about the positiof Member Appreciation N 8
contact Nomination Committee Chair Don Shaw at 2Z80| Clip & Use Coupons 9

or bjindonshaw@mchsi.com Advertiser Services 1012

Next Neighborhood Met 8
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My Journey With The MNA to area businesses. It fit right in my schedule, only took a
egwrng gh jgwtu <cpf fkfpdv uc¢

My name is Dan Ramsey and | a delivered newsletters. | got a chance to meet some of the
mIocaI business owners, and everyone was happy to get their

the interim President of the . )
Meredith Neighborhood Association. newsletters. Afterward, | felt a sense of satisfaction from the
experience.

| live at 4409 51st Street with my
wife Beth, daughter Emily (age 16)
and two dogs, Sparkles and Bear.
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About 6 months later, my current employer, hit by the

We have lived here for two years economic downturn, eliminated my position and | found
and the Des Moines area for seven myself unemployed for the first t_ime in my adult life. Having
years. We really enjoy the Meredith sold a few things on eBay, | decided to try this on a more full

Neighborhood area. We appreciate time basis to keep paying the bills until | found a new position.

the friendly people, the close
proximity to shopping and the feeling of belonging to a
community.

To build inventory, | naturally went to the Meredith
Neighborhood Annual Garage sales and reconnected with one
of the more active MNA members who invited me to attend
another meeting. Having lots of time on my hands, and
starving for the personal satisfaction one can only get from
obeing of service, | was happy to go, besides, it would be a
good way to network to maybe find a new job, get the word

ut about my new business and provide an opportunity to
elp others.

| attended my first MNA meeting at Hoover High School shortly
after moving here for one of the quarterly meetings. They are
open to anyone who lives in the area and | was wanting t
meet some of the neighbors and see what a neighborhood
association was all about. Everyone there was friendly amﬁ
welcoming.

At that meeting, | got a sense that everyone cared about the During that meeting, | was asked and | accepted the vacated

community. Being the new kid on the block, | had particular\/'ce_dpres'dent porzncr)]n. hThLe% monthsd afterhthat, Fhe
interest in neighborhood events, new businesses, city service?res' ent ar?nounce that ve a ¢ acc_epte anotKer p03|t|(())n
and law enforcement. All of those issues were discussed and WV 9 uvevgrep oty co

after | left, | felt much more informed and quite pleased that ) . ) )
| apologize for giving you all the details of my journey here,

there were people actually taking the time to do what they but | d h ¢ ith hel
could to monitor and serve the community. There was also a ut ['wanted to share some of my story with you to help

sign up sheet available to assist with local events and projects, S10W some of the benefits that MNA brings to our
Generally, | am hesitant to volunteer for anything. My schedulecoMmunity, as well as to my life and the life of my family. |
ycu cntgcf{ xgt{ hwnn cpf hg ﬁn\gourgie_é(o\y tOI{:he kcofjtfh\? MEA Hﬁo{} 9rﬁlé<e rHet"%% |
anyway. However | did feel like | could possibly invest a feg Y Mk P 1 . Y] cvEu p v t o F
hours a month to gain a better understanding of the place we that it is more than you think.

had chosen to live, serve those around me, and possible garner iahborhood L d b
some new friendships. | put my information on the sheet and O_”r next neighbor odo _mt_aetlng iSues ayh Fe ”ruary 2 a?
what | was interested in doing. 6:30 pm at Hoovelnd | invite you to see what all goes on in

your neighborhood. Meeting details are on Page 8.

A couple of weeks later, | received a call from one of my

neighbors asking if | could assist with delivering the newsletterd €€! fre€ to contact me anytime at 31836-4359 or by email
at dan.ramsey@gmail.com.

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE{ Ad Rate Per Issue

: - ; Full Page 8x8 400 g H inti
Quarterly issues are published in > vage 4x8  $000 Meredith Neighborhood Association

Winter, Spring, Summer.and Fal 34 hage  4x4  $100 Treasurerds Repo|rt
Deadline ameek priortte 1/8page 3.5x2 $50 Compiled January 11, 2010
I EsgoaL”  utinets o cvate | BeginNing Balance $5,549.58
We welcome your suggmsd_odea.s an ad for you. Complete an Reveriles
Members nsapmpictureSarticleto: Aiﬁm\;én\,%.ﬁ)éﬂf;gf " Advertising , Memberships, Donation $2,645.00
Chris CraigesighProduction A"fo{}g%eoyf"y“o’je,f;:‘;ﬁi,;?;_’ o Expenses

27038780r emaithriscraig@mchsi.cc Contact the Business Committee | Holiday Contest, Newsletter, Postage $2,585.02
Ken Craig at #3878 cell or

Ken Craigditor / Writer / Advertisin 2763878 home for questions on
2703878 or-aikencraig@mchsi.co, e skace oriemakean { - Ending Balance January 11, 2010 $5,609.56
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MNA COMMITTEE Pol_lce Services for the
o . Neighborhood
Beautification Committee ) ' )
i Thelen. Chair -2863 T_he Des M0|nes Police Department has offig
LorlT_ ’ . directly assigned to our neighborhood to ser
Stephanie Young, Chuck Michelson

Business
Ken Craig, Chair Z8Y8
Don Shaw Dan Ramsey
Communications
Ken Craig, Editor ZBY8
Chris Craig, Design & Productio
Community Development
Don Shaw, Chair 21850

Wayne Thomas 2788
Terry Golightly 27670

Membership
Bob Lutz, Chair Z68D7
Social
Cheryl Musser 25344

Barb Lancaster Delores Wells
Bruce & Sherri Babcock Lawrence & Cindy
Doug & LuAnn Volkmer, Randy & Bridgett B
Henry & Sandy Sinclair

Westchester Park
Bob Shaw, Chair ZB24

PROJECT COORDIN
Beaverdale Parade
Chris Craig 23878
Earth Dafy Neighborhood Cleant
Ken Craig 78878
Free Flowers Program
Lori Thelen 20603
Garage Sale
Chris Craig 28878

Golf Outing
Dan McClannahan -2321

Holiday Lights Contest
Chris Craig 22878
July 4th Parade
Bruce Babcock 2B274
Member Appreciation Night
Ken Craig 28878
Newsletter Distribution
Randy Taylor 27388
Dan Ramsey

National Night Out Family Picnic
Board, Sponsors and Volunteers

Pancake Breakfast
Doug Wheeler 24200
Salvation Army Bell Ringers
Don Shaw 222350
Scrub Day
Wayne Thomas, Consultan6238
Street Signs
Wayne Thomas 88
Website
Chris Craig and Bob Lutz
Welcome Neighbors Program
Karen Taylor 21888

Contact any of the above to volunteer to hel(g
s. Our bou

with these annual projects and even
You will find it fun and fulfilling!

Co
ras

A

residents needs. If you have problems or comme
they ask that youcontact them direct by phone or emailThis great

partnership gets results you need.
Non Emergency Reporting i DMPD Dispatch 283 -4811
Lt. Scott Rounds 205 -1406 strounds@dmgov.org

Patrol services related issues, general police department
contact.

Officer Anthony Beminio 333 -7171 adbeminio@dmgov.org

Traffic issues, speeding, parking.

Sgt. Larry Davey 208-7790 |ddavey@dmgov.org
Narcotics activity, drug dealing.

Officer Steve Anderson  249-2712 slanderson@dmgov.org
Apartment complex issues.

Neighborhood Inspector Richard Bright 283  -4245
rlbright@dmgov.or
Neighborhood housing inspection, zoning issues, junk and

debris complaints, inoperable vehicles on private property.

Association Assets
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MNA Crime Report

The Des Moines Police Departmg
provided contact numbers fo
neighbors to report any incidentg
within the MNA boundaries. To keep
our neighborhood safe make sure {o
report what you see with details

911 Emergencies

911 Crimes in progress
283-4811 Policenon-emergency
283-4811 lllegal parking
271-4652 Speed enforcement
205-2252 Hoover police patrol
242-7300 Hoover Principal
237-1386 Park daytime
237-1429 Park after hours
248-6350 Park graffiti
237-1808 Graffitd drug use

Direct crime questions to our
Neighborhood Area Resource Offic]
at 515-237-1564 or email Larry

Rogers atkdrogers@dmgov.orgr

Kelly Fisher aklfisher@dmgov.org

D

Officer Ned Chiodo 205 -3927 ntchiodo@dmgov.org Xkgy Ogvtgdu Pquv
Hoover Resource Officer. School or student issues http://mmw.dmgov.org/default.aspx
View Neighborhood Crime Maf]
Welcome Neighbors Program http-//mapping.dmaov.org/
The MNA will welcome NEW neighbors and include the dopy crimeview/
gh vjg cePgkijdqgtjggf PgyyR Kh{qw mpqgy qh ¢
neighbor for us to say hello, call ~ .
Karen 'Igayloat 278-1788 gr email her at nNel g9 h b\O rhood
kigreta@intergate.com News o
Shortly after publication, you
can check out aolor copyof
Do We Have Your Email Address? the quarterly newsletter on
Fgqp6év okuu qwv gp Yyjdqvéu QucMNAwebsiteli kp v
pgkijdgtjagqfo Tgegkxg ded nuvy.meredithneigRorgosgc k n u

Communications Committee. Sign up by emailing t

Newsletter Staff atchriscraig@mchsi.com

ne

Click on the link
of the Home page.

Make Sure Your Membership Dues Are Current

To keep membership dues low, g

ft mail 6ut yearly renewal notices. We rely on our members to

renew their membership when it comes du€heck the expiration date located BY YOUR NANIE
the mailing addressn the back of this newsletter Examplé EXPIRED March, 20&@ans your dues
would bepaid through the month of March and are DUE again starting April2D10. If no date

shows on your label, thepou need to JOIN NOW

The MNA is a noeprofit 501(c)3 charitable association. Dues, donations and contributions are
tax deductible Annual membership dues of $28upport MNA expenses, annual projects, and family
events. Thank you to members who recently renewed their membership, or sent in an additional

donation.

Usethe convenient Membership Mailer Envelope enclosed in this newsletter

to mail in your check, volunteer for a committee, or send your comments.
ndaries include approximatdly000 householdsWe encourage yowo join MNA. Talk to your

neighbors and get them involved as welVe look forward to seeing yosoon at a meeting or one of

our fun events supported by your membership dues!
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